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TARNEIT

Why Tarneit?

Tarneit is a western suburb in Melbourne, Victoria, 
located 25 kilometres from Melbourne CBD within 
the City of Wyndham local government area. It 
is adjacent to the emerging suburb of Truganina 
to the east, and established suburbs of Hoppers 
Crossing and Werribee to the south. Settlement of 
the area dates to the 1830s when Tarneit was used 
as agricultural grazing land. Tarneit was named 
when it was surveyed in 1839–1840 and comes 
from the Wathaurong word for the colour ‘white’.

Tarneit is one of the fastest growing suburbs in 
outer Melbourne with a current population of 
49,896* expected to increase to 131,161 by 2041. 
Tarneit activity centre is classified as a ‘Major 
Activity Centre’ in Plan Melbourne, with its purpose 
to fulfil and service anchor retail, services and 
businesses needs of the Tarneit community.

Census** data shows the median age for 
people residing in Tarneit is 30 years. Children 
aged 0 - 14 years made up 29.4% of the 
population. Couples with children also make 
up approximately 55% of all family types.

A large proportion of the Tarneit population were born 
overseas, and some of the most common countries 
of birth included India, New Zealand, Philippines, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. A significant proportion 
of these residents are from non-English speaking 
countries and other languages spoken at home 
included Punjabi, Hindi, Gujarati, Urdu and Arabic.

OUR VISION FOR

Tarneit
A revitalised Tarneit is emerging, cherished by locals 
for its active public spaces, vibrant civic heart and 
expanding business ecosystem.

About Suburban Revitalisation 

The Victorian Government’s Suburban Revitalisation program identifies and supports the delivery of 
local projects in activity centres across metropolitan Melbourne. This work strengthens the liveability of 
our suburbs by driving economic opportunities and jobs growth closer to where Melburnians live.

Tarneit’s Revitalisation Board provides a local voice to the program, working with local 
communities to identify opportunities for locally-led projects to make Tarneit thrive.

49,896 
population (2020)*

Employment 
Of the employed people in Tarneit (State 
Suburbs), 4.1% worked in Child Care Services. 
Other major industries of employment included 
Road Freight Transport 3.6%, Supermarket 
and Grocery Stores 3.1%, Hospitals (except 
Psychiatric Hospitals) 3.1% and Banking 2.6%.

Tarneit Railway 
Station
was opened in 2015 as part of the  
Regional Rail Link project and quickly 
became the second-busiest V/Line station in 
the state after Melbourne Southern Cross.

Schools
Tarneit has a number of schools established 
within its boundaries, including Tarneit 
Senior College, Tarneit Rise Primary School, 
Davis Creek Primary School, Good News 
Lutheran P-12, Thomas Carr College, Baden 
Powell College P-9, Tarneit P-9 College, St 
Francis of Assisi Tarneit, The Islamic College 
of Melbourne (ICOM).
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Active public spaces

OBJECTIVES

• Entice community life into the streets & public spaces through enhanced 
public space amenity, street art and cultural events

• Establish Tarneit as a family & food destination to attract visitation  
from across Melbourne

• Integrate  Aboriginal and multicultural expression within public spaces  
to reinforce identity

• Enhance active transport options and wayfinding that connect public spaces 
to where people live

New civic heart  

OBJECTIVES

• Facilitate pop-up parks, activated through regular events, for social 
connections & entertainment

• Grow active citizenship and volunteerism through placemaking capacity 
building and funding support

Strong economic ecosystem   

OBJECTIVES

• Inspire and attract participation in a new Tarneit business network to 
enhance local collaboration and procurement

• Enhance Tarneit’s profile through place branding, social media and curated 
place management to attract visitation

• Grow ‘jobs ready’ skills for youth and retain employment talent within Tarneit
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A Message from the Tarneit 
Revitalisation Board Chair 

I’m pleased to Chair the inaugural 
Tarneit Revitalisation Board.

This Board brings together a 
cross-section of representatives 
from our diverse community. We 
share an exciting vision for Tarneit 
and a collective desire to bring 
together community, government 
and business to collectively 
deliver that vision together. 

One of Melbourne’s emerging suburbs, 
Tarneit is growing quickly! The 
Victorian Government’s Revitalisation 
program, led locally by this Board, 
is a unique opportunity for locals 
to shape how the suburb grows. 

I’m proud of the great work that’s 
already under way and look forward 
to reporting back to the community 
on what we’ve achieved in our 
end of term report in 2022. 

Sarah Connolly 
Member for Tarneit  
Tarneit Revitalisation Board Chair 

Tarneit Revitalisation Board

Sarah Connolly
Member for Tarneit,  
Chair

Cr Peter Maynard
Mayor, Wyndham 
City Council

Stephen Wall
CEO, Wyndham 
City Council

Michael Lim
Senior Manager, YLab 
and Western Metropolitan 
Partnership member 

Poly Kiyaga
Junubi Wyndham 
Program Manager, 
Wyndham Community 
& Education Centre

Rashi Divyang Dhagat
Owner, Little 
Growling CAFÉ

Simon Haber
Principal, Tarneit 
Senior College

TARNEIT

Published by the Office for Suburban Development, (Level 8, 1 Spring Street) Melbourne, Victoria, 
Australia 3000. Telephone 1300 366 356 

Authorised by the Victorian Government, Melbourne.

© Copyright State of Victoria, Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions, December 2021.  
Except for any logos, emblems, trademarks, artwork and photography this document is made 
available under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Australia license. 

Disclaimer
This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its employees do 
not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your 
particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence 
which may arise from you relying on any information in this publication. While every effort has 
been made to ensure the currency, accuracy or completeness of the content we endeavour  
to keep the content relevant and up to date and reserve the right to make changes as require. 
The Victorian Government, authors and presenters do not accept any liability to any person  
for the information (or the use of the information) which is provided or referred to in the report.

DJPR 13434_12/21

If you would like to receive this publication in an accessible format,  
email suburban.revitalisation@ecodev.vic.gov.au

mailto:suburban.revitalisation%40ecodev.vic.gov.au?subject=

