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1. FAQs - Living Local — Suburban Grants Program

What is the Living Local Fund?

As part of the Victorian Budget2022/23,the Victorian Government has established the Living
Local Fund through an investment of $15 million.

The Our Suburbs: Living Local Fund will support Metropolitan Melbourne’s suburbsto recover
from the COVID-19 pandemic and thrive. It will drive economic and social recovery in the
suburbs hardest hit by the pandemic and provide funding for local community-building
projects that promote social connections, enhance liveability, and revitalise suburban
shopping strips.

The Our Suburbs: Living Local Fund will also provide grants to community not-for-profit
organisationsto helpthem support local communities.

The Living Local Fund comprises two streams:
e Stream1- Living Local - Suburban Grants Program ($12.5 million)

e Stream2 - LivingLocal - Community Grants Program ($2.5 million).

What is the Living Local - Suburban Grants Program?

The Program has been established in recognition of increased local living as more people
work from home, which has created additional challenges and opportunities for Melboume’s
suburbs.

Specifically, this shift creates a significant opportunity to support suburban economic growth
and enhanced community connections in our suburbs.

The Program will support a range of projects including playgrounds, splash pads, outdoor
gyms, community gardens, community hall upgrades, amphitheatres, paths, lighting and
public art projects.

When do applications open and close for the Suburban
Grants Program?

Applications open on 11 July 2022 and close at 11.59pm on 14 August 2022. Late applications
will not be accepted.

Applicants are encouragedto apply early to assistinthe timely assessment of applications.
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How much funding can | apply for?
Applicants may apply from $20,000 upto a maximum of $200,000 (exclusive of GST).

Fundingforthis program will be awarded on a competitive basis.

Can | apply for funds for project management and/or
evaluation?
Yes.

Applicants can apply for up to five per cent of the total grant to be used for project
management support and project evaluation costs. For example, if you apply for a grant of
$100,000 (exclusive of GST) you can seek that 5 per cent of the grant ($5,000 exclusive of
GST) be usedfor project management and project evaluation costs.

What sort of financial commitment is required from
applicants?

Incorporated (not-for-profit) organisations/associations will be required to contribute at
least15 per cent of the grant being sought (cash andin-kind). Total contributions may consist
of up to 25 percentof in-kind.

Local governments will be required to make a minimum matching ($1:$1) contribution (cash
and in-kind) of the grant being sought. Total contributions may consist of upto 25 percent of
in-kind contributions.

How many applications can | submit under the program?

There are no restrictionsonthe number of applications you can submit.

With limited funding available, grants will be allocated on a competitive basis.

Canl also apply for a Living Local - Community Grant?

Incorporated (not-for profit) organisations/associations that are operating in Metropolitan
Melbourne, including inthe City of Melbourne, can also apply fora Living Local - Community
Grant. Please refertothe Local Community Grants Program Guidelines -

Community Grants — Accessible Word and PDF versions
e Community Grants Program - Guidelines - Accessible Word version
e Community Grants Program - Guidelines - PDF version

Local Governments are ineligible to apply for a Living Local - Community Grant other than
as an auspice agency foran un-incorporated community organisation.
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2. FAQGs - Eligibility

Who is eligible for a Suburban Grant?

The Suburban Grant Program is opento applications from:
o Localgovernments in Metropolitan Melbourne (excluding the City of Melbourne')

o Incorporated (not-for-profit) organisations/associations that are operating in
Metropolitan Melbourne, including inthe City of Melbourne.

If an applicant organisation operates as a not-for-profit organisation and does not hold a
current ABN and/or fall within the above description it may apply through a legally
constituted organisation with a current ABNto manage thefunds as an auspice organisation.

Why is the City of Melbourne not eligible to apply?

The Victorian Governmentis already providing an investment of $100 millionto the City of
Melbourne through the Melbourne City Revitalisation Fund.

Do | need to provide evidence that my project location is
in an areamost impacted by COVID-19?

You needtolistthe postcode/s in which your project will be located in your application.

The Department has dataonthe locations mostimpacted by COVID-19 by postcode, whichit
willuse to assessthis part of your application.

What if | don't know who owns the land that my proposed

projectis on?

You will need to contact your local council to find out who owns the land or do a search on
LANDATA. A title search through LANDATA shows the information held in the Victorian
Register of land at the time the searchis made.

Refer applicants to this website - https://www.landata.vic.gov.au/

" The Victorian Government is providing an investment of $100 million to the City of Melbourne through the
Melbourne City Revitalisation Fund

SUburban ORIA é?:;i’ncts
Revitalisation vemment | and Regions

OFFICIAL


https://www.landata.vic.gov.au/

OFFICIAL

Suburban
Revitalisation

How do | demonstrate the consent of the landowner where
the land is not owned or managed by our organisation?

You can demonstrate the consent of the landowner by including a signed letter of consent
fromthe landowner with your application. This is mandatory.

Applications submitted without demonstrating the consent of the landowner will be assessed
as ineligible and will not be considered.

Can | apply for a Suburban Grant if my project is in
suburbs that have a Suburban Revitalisation Board
(Boronia, Lilydale, Reservoir, Melton, Broadmeadows,
Tarneit, Frankston or Noble Park)?

The Victorian Governmentis heavily invested in Suburban Revitalisation Boards in these
suburbs.

Local Governments and incorporated organisations/associations located in suburbs
(Boroniq, Lilydale, Reservoir, Melton, Broadmeadows, Tarneit, Frankston or Noble Park) where
Revitalisation Boards operate are eligibleto apply fora Suburban Grant.

They can do this by contacting the Office for Suburban Development at
surburban.revitalisation@ecodev.vic.gov.au

Duringthe assessment process, ifan application is deemed bestfundedthroughthe relevant
Suburban Revitalisation Board, the Department will recommend applicants apply for funding
through the relevant Board.

For more information on the Suburban  Revitalisation Program  visit
www.suburbandevelopment.vic.gov.au/suburban-revitalisation
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Am I required to be registered for GST?

A not-for-profit organisation must be registered for GST if it has a turnover of $150,000 per
year or more.?

If youaren’t requiredto be registeredfor GST, you are still eligible to apply fora grant.

Applicants should note that all project costs includedinthe application must be exclusive of
GST.

2 https://www.ato.gov.au/Business/GST/Registering-for-
GST/#:~text=You%20 must%20register%20for%20 GST the %20first%20year%20of %20operation
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3. FAQs -

ApplicationProcess

How to apply?

Applicants are encouragedto contactthe Business VictoriaHotlineon13 2215 oremaiil
livinglocalfund@ecodev.vicgov.au to discuss theirideaand seek advice.

To apply, please submitan online application viathe ‘Apply now’ button onthe program
webpage. Completing the application processin a Google Chrome web browseris
recommended.

Before applying, please ensure that:
e you have read and understoodthe information onthe application web page,
includingthe programguidelines -

Suburban Grants — Accessible Word and PDF versions
e Suburban Grants Program - Guidelines - Accessible Word version

e Suburban Grants Program - Guidelines - PDF version

e you have all the required documentation on hand.

o

O
©)
)

If required, aletter of consentfrom the landownerincludingthe land, asset or
spacesis/are readily accessible and available for works

If required, where requesting grant funding of $50,000 or more, audited
financial reports forthe lastthree financial yearand interim accounts ( Profit
& Loss Statementand Balance Sheets) forthe currentfinancialyear. (Local,
State, Commonwealth Governments, Universities and Government
Authoritiesorentitiesare exemptfromthis requirement)

Aninitial project plan outlining the approach you will take to your project
including stakeholderand risk management

If relevant, aletter providing evidence of additionalfunding sources

Letter/s of supportfrom otherorganisations namedinthe application clearly
definingtheirinvolvementinthe project and anticipated benefitfromthe
project

Costestimates/quotesif available

Photo/s of the sites if applicable

Any other supporting documentation if relevant

All questionsonthe application form must be completed and any requested documentation
attachedto ensure timely assessment.

All applications are to be submitted no laterthan 11.59pm on 14 August2022.
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How are applications assessed?

All applications will be assessed against the eligibility and assessment criteria and their
ability to meet the program objectives, with priority given to projects in locations most
impacted by COVID-19.

Projects that progress relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
organisations, local government, community organisations and communities will be
consideredfavourably.

Applicants will be advised of the outcome by emailand successful applicants will receivea
letter of offer.

Applicants may be contacted to provide additional supporting documentation and confirm
the performance targets and milestones.

There is no guarantee that an application will be supportedforfunding, orthat the amount
of funding requested will be offered. Approval of alesseramountthan applied for may occur
if part of the expenditureis deemedineligible.

What criteria will my application be assessed against?

Forthe full assessment criteriq, please referto the Suburban Grants program guidelines —
Suburban Grants — Accessible Word and PDF versions

e Suburban Grants Program - Guidelines - Accessible Word version

e Suburban Grants Program - Guidelines - PDF version

What is the status of my application?

The status of your application willappear inthe Business Victoria Grants Portal as one of the
following:

e Draft- youhave startedan application

e Submitted - you have acceptedthe terms and conditionsand submitted your application

e Under assessment — your application has been received and is being assessed by the
Business Victoriateam

e Successful —yourapplication was successful

e Unsuccessful - yourapplication was unsuccessful.

Please note, we cannot assessyourapplication while it remainsin ‘draft’.
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When will | be notified of an outcome?

Applicants should expectto learnthe outcome oftheir applicationwithin approximately eight
(8) weeks fromthe closing date for grant applications on14 August2022.

My application was unsuccessful. Can | appeal this?

There is noright of appeal for unsuccessful applications.

Willl have to signh a contract to receive the grant funding?

Yes. Successful applicants will be sent aletter of offer invitingthemto enterinto alegally
binding grant agreementwiththe Department. The grant agreement details allfunding
obligations and conditions.

Applicants willhave 30 calendar days fromthe date of the letter of offerto acceptthe offer
inwriting and 60 calendar days fromthe date of acceptance to execute the grant
agreement with the Department. The offer may be withdrawn if the grantagreementis not
executedwithinthe 60-day timeframe.

How quickly will  have to start the project?

As part of the application process, you will need to specify the anticipated start date of the
project.

When will my project need to be completed by?

Successfulapplicants willneedto deliverthe project activities before 30 June 2024. Allfunds
willneedto be expendedby1June 2024. Completion of the project within this timeframe will
be a legally bindingcommitmentinthe grantagreement.

Project acquittal must not extend beyond June 2024.
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Will 1 be required to report on the progress of my project?

Yes. Allrecipients of grantfunds must agree underthe grantagreementto:

e reporton the outcomes of the project

e complete a project final report and statutory declaration of expenditure incurred onthe
project (before the final milestone paymentis paid)

e attendface-to-face meetings (as requested)

e participate in a formal evaluation of the program by the Department or its agents (as
requested)

If your projectis delayedinany way, you needto notify the Departmentimmediately.

Will 1 be required to provide an audited financial report at
the end of my project?

Recipients of grant funds will be required to provide a financial report at the end of their
project signed by their Chief Financial Officer (Local Government) or equivalent in

incorporated (not-for-profit) organisations/associations. The financial report does not need
an auditopinion.

4. FAQGs - Eligible Project Proposals

How much are the grant payments?

A minimum of $20,000 up to a maximum of $200,000 (exclusive of GST) will be granted to
successful applicants.

When and how will the grant be paid?

Payment for successful applications will be staggered at key milestones throughout the
projectto ensure that they are progressinginline with the grantagreement.
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| am an Incorporated Organisation/Association. What
are examples of eligible projects| could propose?

Forthe fulllist of eligible projectsand activities, please referto the Suburban Grants program
guidelines:

Suburban Grants — Accessible Wordand PDF versions
e Suburban Grants Program - Guidelines - Accessible Word version
e Suburban Grants Program - Guidelines - PDF version

The eligible projects and activities as listed inthe program guidelines are as follows:

e upgrades to community managed halls/Mechanics Institute facilities including kitchens,
bathrooms, toilets and hand washingfacilities

e enhancements to the accessibility and amenities of community managed open and
accessible public spaces, including lighting and paths

e development orimprovement of community managed public art projects and creative
spaces development orimprovement of community gathering spaces such as community
gardens, amphitheatresor BBQs

e improvementstoopenandaccessible community managed parks including playgrounds

| am a local government in Metropolitan Melbourne
(excluding the City of Melbourne). What are examples of
eligible projects| could propose?

Forthe full list of eligible projects and activities, please referto the Suburban Grants
program guidelines —

Suburban Grants — Accessible Word and PDF versions
e Suburban Grants Program - Guidelines - Accessible Word version
e Suburban Grants Program - Guidelines - PDF version

The eligible projects and activities as listed inthe program guidelines are as follows:

Local Governments

e upgradestocommunity halls/Mechanics Institute facilities including kitchens, bathrooms,
toilets and hand washing facilities
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e enhancements to the accessibility and amenities of open and accessible public spaces,
includinglighting and paths

e developmentorimprovementof public art projects and creative spaces development or
improvement of community gathering spaces such as community gardens,
amphitheatres, or BBQs

e improvementstoopenandaccessible parks including playgrounds

e streetscape improvements, such as the installation of outdoor furniture, greenery and
drinking fountains in shopping strips and activity centres

¢ enhancements to safety, accessibility and connections into and within shopping strips
and activity centres to enable access forall including accessible paths and lighting

e activations as a part a project to encourage visitationto shopping strips and activity
centres

e improvements to public parks and otheropen spaces
¢ landscaping and beautification works of shopping strips and activity centres

e public art installations and ‘creative spaces’ in suburban neighbourhoods, shopping
strips and activity centres

e pilot initiatives that seek to achieve long-term improvements aligned with any of the
above initiatives, and/or that may be replicated in other suburban shopping strips and
activity centres.

Related Activities
Applicants can apply forfunds associated with the projects above as follows:

e Applicants can apply for up to 10 per cent of the total project grant to be used for
community capacity building activations.

e Applicants can apply for up to 10 per cent of the total project grant to be used on
educating local communities about the Aboriginal and cultural significance of the
area/projectsite

e Applicants can apply for up to five per cent of the total grant to be used for project
management supportand project evaluation costs.
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How can | use the grant funds?

Funding receivedthroughthe Suburban Grants Program can be usedforthe following:

e Eligible project expenditure includes the following activities relating to the proposed

project:

e Purchase and commission capital equipment (recorded as fixed assets in the
applicant’s accounts) and associated project expenditure

e other project-related non-capitalised expenditure (e.g. related to consultation,
design, andevaluation)

e buildingalterations andfit-out costs

e labour and contractors (butdoes notinclude internal salaries).

Eligible project expenditure must be:
e incurredby the grant recipient afterthe execution date of the grantagreement;
e adirectcostof the project; and
e exclusive of the Goods and Services Tax (GST).

What do you mean about working with Traditional
Owners?
Applicants should contactlocal Traditional Owner groups to seekinputintotheir

applications, particularly when they propose to include works acknowledging the local
traditional owners.

Can I receive funding for activations and promotions?

Yes, activations as part of a project to encourage visitation to shopping strips and activity
centres would be supported. Applicants can apply for up to 10 per cent of the total project
grant to be usedforcommunity capacity building activations.

What do you mean by activations relating to an
infrastructure project?

Events andactivities to encourage people to use the upgraded community facilities and
spaces. These couldinclude smoking ceremonies, welcomesto country, music, street
markets and activities forallages.

' Suburban ORIA
ReVitaIisation é?\}:rnment
OFFICIAL

Jobs,
Precincts
and Regions



OFFICIAL

Suburban
Revitalisation

Are shopfront upgrades eligible for funding?

No. Funding cannot be usedfor shopfront upgrades.

Canl receive funding for a pop-up or temporary project?

Funding receivedthroughthe Living Local — Suburban Grants Program can only be usedfor:

e permanentworks insuburban shopping strips and activity centres

e permanentworks in projects proposed by community (not-for profit)
organisations/associations.

If you are a local government, you caninclude pilotinitiativesthat seekto achieve long-
termimprovements as part of your application. Pilot initiatives must align with one or more
of the eligible projects and activitieslisted inthe Suburban Grants guidelines and/orthat
may be replicatedin other suburban shopping strips and activity centres.

When do | need to expend the funds?

All funds must be expended priorto1June 2024.

Can | apply for funding for works undertaken prior to the
program launch date?

No. Funding will not be providedforretrospective activities, forexample, where project
expenditureisincurred priorto receiptand acceptance of a letter of offer.

Applicants that commence their projects priorto execution of agrantagreementdo so at
theirownrisk, and the offer of the grant may be withdrawn.
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